In the February edition |
spoke of the coming of age of true
fathers within the apostolic commu-
nity. “The Apostolic” is a term that
has been the object of much discus-
sion during the past several years
within the church. But the definition
of this office is confusing as the
church struggles to understand its
purpose. Men by their very natures
have a habit of putting together defi-
nitions relating to offices within the
church to sound much like a job de-
scription. | believe we have narrowed
the focus in understanding the Apos-
tolic to include only outward accom-
plishments like, how many churches
have you planted, or how many peo-
ple were saved or healed in a year.

Like |1 mentioned in the pre-
vious issue, the emerging move of the
Spirit of God in relationship to the
Father's Blessing in Toronto in 1994
and later in Brownsville on Father's
day in 1995 is not just a series of in-
teresting events that ‘just happened’
to the church. | believe it is as sig-
nificant as the 95 theses Martin Lu-
ther nailed to the church door in Ed-
inburgh as revelatory as the work of
John Wesley and as powerful as the
Azusa Street Revival. The issue of
apostolic fatherhood  within the
church is very close to the Father’s
heart and will define the church in
the centuries to come.

Church historians have
documented five moves of God taking
place within the body of Christ dur-
ing the last fifty years. These moves
coincide with the five-fold ministry
being released back into mainstream
Christianity. The offices of evangelist
in the 50’s, teacher in the 60’s, pas-
tor in the 70’s, prophets in the 80’s
and apostles in the 90’s. The fact
that the apostolic movement along
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with the Father's Blessing appeared
together in the 90's is significant
within the body of Christ. Our under-
standing of these two events will help
us so that we will not miss the next
wave that has already been called the
‘All Saints Movement.’

The purpose of this article is to
help define apostolic fatherhood by re-
lating a story to you that | was blessed
to be a witness to several years ago. It
happened in a town in Massachusetts
around two in the morning as BIll
Johnson and [, along with a friend,
were sitting in Bill's hotel room talking
late into the morning hours. As we sat
relaxing after the nights meeting we
heard a commotion coming from down
the hallway. A man who was obviously
very drunk and loud was banging and
kicking at a door yelling at the woman
inside to open the door and let him in.
Wisdom must have been with her be-
cause she wasn't about to open the
door. However, the persistence of this
man was incredible to all of us and the
language he used would have sent sail-
ors running back to their ships. But
this is really where the story begins.

For a few seconds we all sat
with stunned looks on our faces as our
minds began to comprehend the com-
motion coming from down the hall.
Without hesitation Bill got up from the
couch and walked toward the door. We
looked at each other wondering what
Bill thought he was going to do. | ad-
mit | was getting nervous. Anyone of us
finding ourselves in a hotel room with
an obviously intoxicated man outside
screaming and violently kicking the
door of a nearby room naturally would
be more than a little apprehensive
about going out into that scene. My
thoughts were simply, “Call the front
desk and let them handle it!” But Bill
was already at the door, | saw his hand
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turning the doorknob and pulling the
door opened. Bill calmly stood in the
doorway surveying the bizarre scene
that was being played out in front of
him just a short distance down the
hallway.

Immediately the man began
to cuss and shout all the louder,
“What do you think you're looking at
you!! %%//***1” Without hesitating,
Bill said to him in a calm voice, “I
just want to help you, did you lose
your key to the room?” The man
wasn’t fazed and continued to slam
the door with his fist and yelled even
louder at the person inside to “Open
the *&"%%$# door!”  Bill never left
the doorway and seemingly unfazed
continued to look down the hallway
at the man. From where | sat it was
as if Bill was very calmly studying
the matter with great intent. | had
seen him have that same look on his
face when he was asking someone
who was sick what was the matter
with them. | then realized he really
did care about this drunken man
and was concerned for him and |
knew then Bill was also concerned
about whoever it was inside of the
room. After a couple of seconds of
this he must have noticed Bill not
going back into his room so he
turned his fury once again back onto
Bill.

All the while this was going
on, our eyes must have been bulging
out to what was happening while our
minds were reeling with what might
happen next. | mean what if this
crazy guy comes down the hallway
and punches Bill and goes berserk?
What do we do then?

He must have stepped away
from the door because his voice
sounded closer as the man screamed

(Continued on page 4)



The Quest for Godly Wisdom

In this the third month of
2005, | find myself once again asking
the Lord to impart to me His heart
concerning this month’s newsletter.
For several days | have been im-
pressed to write about the word
“wisdom”: what it means not only
portrayed in the Word, but also in a
spiritual context. Interestingly, this
word has come up over and over
again as we have been in prayer for
the past month. We have been ask-
ing Him daily for His wisdom con-
cerning every decision we make.
James 1:4-6 states, “If any of you
lacks wisdom , he should ask God,
who gives generously to all without
finding fault, and it will be given to
him.”

“Wisdom” is defined in our
English dictionary as: “having a
soundness of judgment in matters
relating to life and conduct, knowl-
edge, enlightenment, and learning.”

In the worldly view of things
wisdom is portrayed mainly by the
pursuit of knowledge and learning,
and by the comparison of one intel-
lect to another. It is wonderful to
have a superior intellect with the
ability to expand our minds in the
pursuit of more knowledge, but with-
out having sound judgment it does
very little for us in the pursuit of
happiness and in having eternal val-
ues. The definition of wisdom that we
have been praying for has to do with
this “soundness of judgment in mat-
ters relating to life and conduct.”

The Bible has a great deal to
say about wisdom, but | will only
have time to be able to search a
small part of what the Word says in
this article.

1. The Bible tells us that
true wisdom encompasses one very
important quality: Psalms 111:9-12
says, “The fear of the LORD is the be-
ginning of wisdom” ; and Job 28:29
echoes, “The fear of the Lord, that is
wisdom , and to shun evil is under-
standing.”

Wisdom does not question
the existence and sovereignty of God.
Wisdom believes that Father God
knows what is best for His children
and that He knows what will bring
life and happiness to us as well as
what will bring destruction to our
lives. He created everything and in

Him we live, breathe and exist. He
placed the stars in the sky, created
the delicate balance of our fleshly
bodies, has the hairs of our head
numbered and knows the time of our
last breath of life here on earth. He is
the only one that is truly awesome,
blameless, righteous and holy! He is
deserving of all honor, praise and
glory.

Wisdom also submits to our
Lord and to His commandments.
Proverbs 3:13-14:
fortunate, enviable) is the man who
finds skillful and godly Wisdom, and
the man who gets understanding
[drawing it forth from God's Word and
life's experiences], For the gaining of it
is better than the gaining of silver, and
the profit of it better than fine gold.”

2. The scripture is clear that
there is a heavenly and a demonic
wisdom and how we are to discern the
between the two. James 3:13-18:
“Who is wise and understanding
among you? Let him show by good
conduct that his works are done in the
meekness of wisdom. But if you have
bitter envy and self-seeking in your
hearts, do not boast and lie against
the truth. This wisdom does not de-
scend from above, but is earthly, sen-
sual, and demonic. For where envy
and self-seeking exist, confusion and
every evil thing are there. But the wis-
dom that is from above is first pure,
then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield,
full of mercy and good fruits, without

partiality and without hypocrisy. Now

the fruit of righteousness is sown in
peace by those who make peace.”

3. Wisdom is also a spirit
given by the Lord as seen in Exodus
28:2-4: “So you shall speak to all who
are gifted artisans, whom | have filled
with the spirit of
may make Aaron's garments, to conse-
crate him, that he may minister to Me
as priest” And in Deut. 34:8-10:
“Now Joshua the son of Nun was full

of the spirit of wisdom , for Moses had

laid his hands on him; so the children
of Israel heeded him, and did as the
LORD had commanded Moses.”

4. Wisdom is being ready for
our coming bridegroom. Almost since
the beginning of this present outpour-
ing the Lord has reminded me of the
Parable of the 10 virgins as is written
in Mathew 25:1-13:

‘Happy (blessed,

wisdom , that they
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dom of heaven will be like ten virgins
who took their lamps and went to meet
the bridegroom. Five of them were fool-
ish, and five were wise. For when the
foolish took their lamps, they took no
oil with them, but the wise took flasks
of oil with their lamps. As the bride-
groom was delayed, they all became
drowsy and slept. But at midnight
there was a cry, 'Here is the bride-
groom! Come out to meet him." Then all
those virgins rose and trimmed their
lamps. And the foolish said to the
wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our
lamps are going out.' But the wise an-
swered, saying, 'Since there will not be
enough for us and for you, go rather to
the dealers and buy for yourselves.'
And while they were going to buy, the
bridegroom came, and those who were
ready went in with him to the marriage
feast, and the door was shut. After-
ward the other virgins came also, say-
ing, 'Lord, lord, open to us.' But he an-
swered, 'Truly, | say to you, | do not
know you." Watch therefore, for you
know neither the day nor the hour.”

Wisdom is having our oil
lamps full so we may be prepared and
alert in anticipation of the return of
our bridegroom. He is coming back for
His bride in all His splendor and
glory, and what a glorious day it will
be when we sit down with Him for the
marriage feast!

My prayer for myself and for
all of you reading this is that we
would be filled with the spirit of wis-
dom given from heaven, that we would
have true happiness because we fear
the Lord first and follow His com-
mandments, that Godly wisdom
would be shown through us by Godly
character as we mature in Him, and
that we would stay alert keeping our
oil lamps filled as we anticipate His
coming for His bride.

Fill us afresh with your Holy
Spirit and purify our hearts Oh Lord
we pray In Jesus name. Amen.

"Then the king-

“The reason why many fail in battle is
because they wait until the hour of
battle to pray. The reason why others
succeed is because they have gained
their victory on their knees long before
the battle came...Anticipate your bat-
tles; fight them on your knees before
temptation comes, and you will al-
ways have victory.” R. A. Torrey




Excuse Me, But Are You Listening?

| was sitting at a conference
the other day listening to the main
speaker when something he said got
me to thinking. After several min-
utes the speaker must have said
something really funny as the laugh-
ter brought me out of where my mind
had taken me and back into reality.
| felt a little embarrassed as | realized
that | drifted off from the meeting.

How many times do we find
ourselves doing that in a meeting or
for that matter in a conversation with
someone? | know | have found my-
self drifting off as someone was talk-
ing only to be embarrassed to find
my head bobbing up and down like
one of those toy Mexican Chihuahua
dogs that you see in the back of car
windows, as if | knew what they were
saying when in reality | had no idea
where the conversation had gone and
what they were even talking about.

Many of you men will under-
stand what it is like to have your wife
ask you what the doctor told you
when you went in for your physical.
For me it is like it went in one ear
and out the other. If | had a brain
somewhere in the middle that could
contain what it is that | was hearing
maybe that would help. Scientist,
tell us that the average person only
uses about 3 percent of their brains.
We are not exactly hitting on all six
cylinders when it comes to remem-
bering everything that is happening
around us. Sometimes | feel like tak-
ing a tape recorder along with me
when | have a conversation so that |
can remember exactly what everyone
in the meeting | was attending said.

Years ago, Lois and | found
ourselves counseling two couples
that were a part of the church we
attended and were going through a
very difficult time with each other.
We were asked by the Pastor to come
alongside of them and help them re-
solve the conflict, which was begin-
ning to spill over and affect others
within the body.

Each of these couples had
very strong personalities and inter-
estingly enough each person was the
oldest sibling in their family. Each
family represented about one third of
the church so combined they influ-
enced around two thirds of those in
the church. As you can well imag-
ine, this had the potential to become

a major fracture within the church.

Since the church had gone through five
pastors in the nine years we attended,
the name of the church could well have

been changed to, First Church of the

Open Conflict .

As we all sat down in one of
the rooms in the church we set before

them the ground rules. First, they

were to only answer the questions we
asked. Second, they were not to inter-

rupt others when they were speaking.

Even when the pastor asked us to me-
diate between the two we had stopped

him from telling us too much of what
he thought was the problem. We told

the couples we did this so that we

could innocently ask them questions

without having any preconceived ideas

about who said what and for what rea-

son. We told them we wanted to find
out what the problem was ourselves

and, since we had not spoken to them

together before, we were in all honesty

on a fact-finding expedition in search
of the truth.
Fortunately for Lois and I, both

of these couples respected us person-
ally, as we were friends to both of
them. We also knew they were very
headstrong and had become suspi-

cious of each other through the years.

We asked each of them if they would

abide by the simple rules we had laid
out before them and they each agreed.

We asked the husband of one

of the couples to tell us what he per-

ceived the problem to be. He began to

tell us what they had said that had
started all of this conflict. Interest-

ingly, the person who seemed the most
confused by what he was saying was

his wife.

After he finished | asked him if
he would mind if | repeated to him
what | felt he was saying so Lois and |
could make sure we understood him
correctly. So | then repeated to him
what | felt he had just said and at the
end | asked him if that was what he

felt was said. He said it was not ex-

actly what he had said so | asked his
wife if | had summed it up correctly
and she told him that was exactly what
he had said. In which he replied that it

might have been what he said but not

exactly what he meant to say and so
we again asked him what he had

meant to say and after a few minutes
we all were able to understand what it
was he had been trying to say.
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We then asked her if that was what
she had heard and understood the
problem to be. She responded with
her own story and though it was
similar to her husband’s it was dif-
ferent on some significant points.
They had obviously been in the
same room, listened to the same
people speaking, but had come
away with differing ideas on what
was said even to their drawing dif-
ferent conclusions about the inten-
tions with which it was said.

Unexpectedly, we spent
quite a bit of time with this first
couple trying to get them to come to
a conclusion about what they had
said to the second couple, which is
what started the whole problem in
the first place. We finally got them
to agree on what it was they had
each said in the first place as well
as what they had really meant to
say.

Then we turned to the sec-
ond couple and asked them if they
understood now what the first cou-
ple had meant to say to them. Both
of them smiled, obviously happy
that the other couple was found to
be confused, and said they had no
problem with those statements at
all. But to them the problem was
not in what they now said but why
they would even think that in the
beginning.

So we asked the husband of
the second couple to elaborate on
what he thought happened. As he
began to explain what he had heard
them say and how the response
went, | could see his wife at his side
begin to shake her head from side
to side. How interesting to see that
her response was so much like the
first man’s wife to her husband’s
interpretation of events.

After he was done | re-
peated to him what | thought he
had said and his response was just
like the other man’s as he told me
that | got part of it right but not all
of it. His wife couldn’t hold back
and said that that was what he had
said but it wasn't how she remem-
bered it to have happened.

Later, after each person had
the opportunity to make a clear
presentation of what they had really
meant to say to each other, they all
left finding satisfaction in the fact



con: Apostolic

at Bill, “Get back inside your #%$/&*
%$/ room!”  Without flinching BiIll
calmly replied, “l just want to help
you, what can | do to help you get
into your room? Maybe if you went
down to the front desk and asked
them they could help you, or if you
like 1 will call them for you?” We
could tell that Bil's words had a
calming affect on the man as the
pounding on the door stopped and
we heard him mumbling and then
Bill came back inside and shut the
door. We both sat in stunned silence
at what we had just witnessed. Un-
fazed by everything that had just
transpired, Bill sat down and began
to resume our discussion as if noth-
ing more than a mild distraction had
just occurred.

About 15 minutes later we
heard talking in the hallway as the
security ‘kid’ from the front desk ar-
rived and was talking with the man,
who proceeded to leave the building.
The difference | saw between Bill and
myself was this. Bill did not let a
negative situation control how he
would respond to it, but rather he
chose to become a positive influence
of change in the midst of a very diffi-
cult situation.

| witnessed something that
night that | hope never to forget. Bill
Johnson is an apostolic father to this
generation. All the definitions that
fit the outward calling of an apostle
can be found in his ministry. But
very few men possess the inward
qualities of the character of father-
hood like | saw in Bill that night and
on many other occasions. | have
been around his children and see the
imprint of his hand upon them. |
have been to his church and seen
the impartation of fatherhood upon
his people and how that has pro-
duced people of like nature.

There are very few times in
our lives that we see examples of
character that make us look at the
world differently. When Christ-like
behavior has been revealed to a per-
son it produces a desire within them
to be an imitator of what they have
just witnessed The End

“A sermon in shoes is often more
eloquent than a sermon on pa-
per.” - Theodore L. Cuyler

con: Excuse Me, But Are You Listening?

they had been heard and understood

and their point of view had found ac-

ceptance with everyone else. You
would have thought everyone was
speaking a foreign language with all
the misunderstanding that had oc-

curred.

This brings us to an interest-
ing observation about ourselves.
One is that often our minds and our
mouths speak independently of one
another. Our minds may be thinking
one thing but our mouths are saying
quite a different thing. Our bodies
come alongside and begin to speak
another language altogether, confus-
ing the whole story. When we are
listening to others we often cut them
off in mid-sentence, believing that we
know what they really mean to say,
and in our own minds we end the
sentence for them. Often we distort
the intent of what others are saying
because we judge them with precon-
ceived ideas based on our past ex-
periences or things we have heard
others say about them.

Lois and | realized this to be
true early on in our marriage. One
time we were having a rather loud
discussion over something that one
of us had said. Finally, at the end of
a rather lively discourse, we had the
following exchange:

“I wouldn’t have been upset
if you hadn’t said ...”

“l never said that, | would
never say that!”

“Then what did you say?”

“Isaid oo,

“Oh, I'm sorry | thought you
said something else.”

At this, Lois and | started to laugh
over what just a few minutes earlier
was a very “lively” discussion that
was turning very serious. But we
learned a very important lesson.
Many times we really are not hearing
the other person and sometimes
what the person is saying is not
really how they meant to say it in the
first place.

Maybe that is why Matthew tells us
in Matt. 18:15-19: “If your brother
sins against you, go and show him
his fault, just between the two of you.
If he listens to you, you have won
your brother over. But if he will not

listen, take one or two others along, so
that ‘every matter maybe established
by the testimony of two or three wit-
nesses.”  We could really save our-
selves a lot of problems if we first
would find out what the person was
really saying, or not saying that dis-
turbed us so much...before we go and
tell the entire world.

It is interesting how we slip
into thinking very highly of ourselves
while holding the actions of others to
a much different standard. We dis-
miss our own imperfections with a
wave of the hand, knowing that inside
we really are a nice person, while
holding everyone else suspect in re-
gard to what they are saying or not
saying to us. Another person said it
so well to me the other day. “We have
the habit of looking at ourselves with
rose colored glasses while looking at
others through the lenses of a micro-
scope.”

There is a phrase | once read
in a book that went like this, “Nothing
dies harder that the desire to think
well of oneself.” | have come to inter-
pret this to mean that in all the trou-
ble that comes our way we have a
habit of finding our actions to be ac-
ceptable, even if we didn’t handle eve-
rything perfectly. But the actions of
others are definitely suspicious and in
need of a closer inspection.

Colossians 3:12-17 -
“Therefore, as God's chosen people,
holy and dearly loved, clothe your
selves with compassion, kindness, hu-
mility, gentleness and patience. Bear
with each other and forgive whatever
grievances you may have against one
another. Forgive as the Lord forgave
you. And over all these virtues put on
love, which binds them all together in
perfect unity.

Let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts, since as members of one
body you were called to peace. And be
thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell
in you richly as you teach and admon-
ish one another with all wisdom, and
as you sing psalms, hymns and spiri-
tual songs with gratitude in your
hearts to God. And whatever you do,
whether in word or deed, do it all in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.

Grace, Grace, Grace.



